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Policy and Research Committee Charter






SMSA’s MISSION
To assist motorcycle safety programs, through collaboration and partnerships, to implement comprehensive, data-driven motorcycle safety programs and countermeasures to achieve a significant reduction in motorcycle operator traffic crashes, fatalities and injuries. 
www.smsa.org 

Committee Name:
Policy and Research Committee

Type:
Advisory

Purpose of Document:
This document serves as the charter for the State Motorcycle Safety Association (SMSA) Policy and Research Committee.

Purpose of Committee:
The Policy and Research Committee is responsible for projects and activities related to the review of available research within the motorcyclist safety community that supports SMSA Mission, Vision, and Goals. 

Committee Goals and Objectives:
The committee shall focus on:
· Reviewing and/or compiling research, where available, to formulate the development and update of SMSA resources.  
· Developing and maintaining SMSA Position Statements. 
· Developing and maintaining SMSA Informational Reports. 

Membership:
The committee shall consist of:
· Chairperson
· Vice Chairperson
· Member Representatives from the following SMSA membership categories: 
· State Members
· Supporting Members 
· Individual Gold Members 

The committee shall be supported by:
· 1-2 Executive Committee Liaisons
· SMSA Staff

[bookmark: _Hlk179537710][bookmark: _Hlk179536972]The chairperson of the committee shall be appointed by the SMSA Chairperson each year following the annual conference. The vice chairperson shall be selected and voted on by the committee. Members may serve an unlimited amount of time.

For a detailed list of Policy and Research Committee members, refer to Addendum A.

[bookmark: _Hlk179284540]Committee Chairperson Responsibilities:
· Leading committee meetings. 
· Providing feedback to the SMSA Executive Committee and SMSA staff on projects and activity deliverables.
· Providing an annual report at SMSA Business Meeting of committee activities.

[bookmark: _Hlk179537020]Committee Vice Chairperson Responsibilities:
· Fulfilling responsibilities of the chairperson should chairperson be unavailable. 

Committee Member Responsibilities:
Responsibilities include:
· Representing the interests of SMSA members.
· Representing the interest of the membership category represented.
· Assisting in overseeing project and activity expectations.
· Participating in meetings of the committee.
· Reviewing or compiling research, as needed. 
· Reviewing and commenting on project documents and activities.
· Contacting members represented to solicit input and feedback on projects and activities.
· Identifying possible SMSA projects and activities.
· Providing suggestions for SMSA Spotlight Magazine articles and annual conference/summit presentations. 

[bookmark: _Hlk179537900]Executive Committee Liaisons and Staff Responsibilities: 
The SMSA Executive Committee Liaisons provide direction and feedback to the committees. The SMSA staff shall be responsible for the planning and development of tasks associated with all committee projects and activities in consultation with the committee chairperson.

Specifically, the Executive Committee Liaisons and staff shall be responsible for:
· Providing committee members with up-to-date membership contact information. 
· Scheduling meetings. 
· Distributing minutes/updated documents from meetings. 
· Supporting the activities of the committee. 
· Reporting activities to the SMSA Executive Committee.

 Meeting Arrangements:
[bookmark: _Hlk179537947]The Policy and Research Committee will participate in meetings, as needed. Members will be notified in advance by the SMSA staff of scheduled meetings. 



Reporting:
[bookmark: _Hlk179537173]The committee, through the chairperson or vice chairperson, the Executive Committee Liaisons and/or staff, shall report to the SMSA Executive Committee during regularly held SMSA Executive Committee meetings. 

Inter-Committee Coordination:
[bookmark: _Hlk179537198]The committee chairperson is encouraged to participate in activities and meetings of other SMSA committees to provide continuity and to assist with inter-committee activities. Activities may include, but are not limited to, participating in committee web meetings, email exchanges and activities that cross committee responsibilities. 

Resources and Budget:
Resources and budgets will be established based on individual projects, if available. 

Deliverables:
Specific deliverables will be identified by the SMSA Executive Committee and included in Addendum B. 


Addendum A
SMSA Policy and Research Committee
 
	Policy and Research Committee Roster

	Position
	Name
	Organization
	Phone
	Email

	Chairperson
	George Tart (MO)
	Motorcycle Safety Program
	660-441-9046
	tart@ucmo.edu 

	Vice Chairperson
	Xu Simon
	
	617-304-7386
	riding.xu@gmail.com 

	[bookmark: _Hlk426625429]State Members
	Jay Bock (MN)
	Department of Public Safety
	651-201-7069
	jay.bock@state.mn.us 

	
	Hanna Braziel (OR)
	Department of Motor Vehicles
	971-375-6955
	Hanna.R.BRAZIEL@odot.oregon.gov 

	
	Brandon Cannon (MI)
	Rider Education Program
	517-256-8977
	cannonb2@michigan.gov 

	
	Brian Christiaansen (SD)
	Safety Council
	605-361-7785
	brian@southdakotasafetycouncil.org 

	
	Ray Pierce (MO)
	Motorcycle Safety Program
	660-543-8005
	rpierce@ucmo.edu 

	
	Robert Willis (WA)
	Department of Licensing
	360-902-3664
	robert.willis@dol.wa.gov 

	Supporting Member
	Cundiff Simmons
	Motorcycle Safety League of Virginia
	757-810-5516
	csimmons@mslvi.org

	Individual Members
	Kip Bickford 
	
	207-975-2071
	kbickford@teamamtusa.com 

	
	Mel Boldt
	
	847-721-7007
	ridercoachmel@gmail.com 

	
	Cathy Brooks 
	
	254-537-3725
	c-brooks@tti.tamu.edu 

	
	Paul Graves
	
	802-272-8939
	pcgraves@myfairpoint.net 

	
	Donald Green 
	
	270-945-1903
	don.green@riderchoices.com 

	
	Virginia Henry
	
	517-388-3663
	henryv@michigan.gov 

	
	Gerald Hensley
	
	803-789-5810
	ghensley@truvista.net

	
	Brandon Pate
	
	317-412-3132
	brandon@riders-first.com 

	
	Dan Petterson
	
	231-510-4938
	petterson@pobox.com  

	
	John Sears
	
	978-302-7984
	step_instructor@verizon.net 

	
	Gerry Steiner
	
	517-243-3507
	SteinerG@michigan.gov 

	
	Eric Teoh
	
	703-247-1568
	eteoh@iihs.org 

	
	DeAnna Ward
	
	269-808-3755
	demotocoach@gmail.com 

	EC Liaisons
	Jennifer Goodrich (WY)
	Motorcycle Safety Program
	307-777-4874
	jennifer.goodrich@wyo.gov 

	
	Justin McDonald (NV)
	Department of Public Safety
	775-684-7480
	jmcdonald@dps.state.nv.us 

	SMSA Staff
	Brett Robinson 
	
	724-801-8075
	brobinson@smsa.org 

	
	Leslie Robinson 
	
	724-801-8075
	office@smsa.org 

	
	Tracy Lee
	
	724-801-8075
	office@smsa.org 










Addendum B
SMSA Policy and Research Committee
Activities / Projects for 2025

	Activity # 
	Description 
	Completion Date 

	1.1
	Development and maintenance of SMSA Position Statements and informational reports as directed by the Executive Committee.  
	December 2025

	1.2
	Develop an informational report on Lane Splitting/Filtering.
	March 2025

	1.3
	Review and update, if necessary, SMSA Position Statement 18-08 Lane Splitting/Filtering
	March 2025

	1.4
	Develop an informational report on the definition of a motorcycle.
	June 2025

	3.1
	Update the SMSA Guidelines for Motorcycle Safety Data Collection, Analysis, and Use.
	December 2025

	[bookmark: _Hlk179972000]4.1
	Review NHTSA’s Driver Education and Training Promising Practices: A Systemic Literature Review.
	March 2025

	5.1
	Review nominations for SMSA Executive Committee elections.
	June 2025

	
	Other activities may be assigned by the SMSA Executive Committee.
	December 2025
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